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I. THE HISTORY OF THE XENIONS. 



THE HISTORY OF THE XENIONS. 

THE appearance of the Xenions, a collection of satirical epigrams in the Musen- 
Almanack of i797» is a memorable event in the literature of Germany. With the 
end of the eighteenth century a new era had commenced. The idea of evolution, first 
clearly pronounced by Caspar Friedrich Wol£E in his theory of epigenesis, pointed out 
new aims of investigation in the realm of the natural sciences; Kant's Critique of Pure 
Reason propounded new problems in philosophy; and Beethoven conceived his grand 
sonataSy which reflected the spirit of an all-comprehensive aspiration in the soul-stirring 
notes of music. New ideals, religious, moral, and social, had dawned upon mankind, 
and the two great apostles of this movement in the domain of poetry were Goethe and 
Schiller. 



It is well known what good friends Goethe and Schiller were. After the two great 
poets had become personally acquainted they inspired, criticised, and corrected each 
other, their common ideal being the firm basis of their mutual friendship, and the chief 
monument of their alliance are the Xenions. 

Yet great though Schiller and Goethe were, they found not sufficient support among 
those who should have been their first followers and disciples. The men of literary call- 
ings, who should be the priests of the holiest interests of humanity, were too envious to 
fully recognise and acknowledge the merit of these two great poet-thinkers. Moreover, 
the men of letters were chiefly enamoured of their own traditional methods of literary 
production and could not appreciate the purity, the grandeur, and the holiness of the new 
taste. They misunderstood the progress-promising spirit of the time, and to their puny 
minds the rise of the new era appeared as a mere disturbance of their traditional habits. 
They looked upon the twin-giants of the world of thought as usurpers, who from personal 
vanity and ambition tyrannised all others, and whose impositions had either to be resisted, 
or silenced by shrugs. 



Goethe and Schiller's enemies were, on the one side, the orthodox and narrow-minded 
pietists who considered their poetry as irreligious and un-Christian, accusing them of 
paganism, on the other side such men as the shallow Nicolai, a man of some common 
sense but without any genius, a man who preached that stale kind of rationalism which 
consisted in both the suppression of all higher aspiration and the denial of spirituality 
in any sense. He railed at Goethe and Schiller as well as at Kant, Fichte, and other 
great minds of his time who went beyond his depth and were incomprehensible to him. 

Nicolai was a rich and influential publisher in Berlin ; he was an author himself, and 
a very prolific one too, but his writings are all superficial and barren. On several occa- 
sions he had severely criticised Goethe, and our great poet-twins asserted that in fighting 
superstition he attacked poetry, and in attempting to suppress the belief in spirits he also 
tried to abolish spirit. So Goethe makes him say in the Walpurgisnacht : 

" Ich sag's Ench Geistern in's Gesicht, [I tell you, spirits, to your face. 

Den (7nV/^.f-I>espotismtt8 leid ich nicht ; I give to spirit-despotism no place ; 

Mein Geist kann ihn nicht exerciren." My spirit cannot practise it at all.] — Bayard Taylor, 



The irritation of the literary dwarfs showed itself in malevolent reviews of Schiller's 
literary enterprise. Die Horen. 

Schiller wrote to Goethe June 15, 1795 : 

" I have thought for some time that it would be well to open a critical arena in Du Horen. Yet we 
should not give away our rights by formally inviting the public and the authors. The public would certainly 
be represented by the most miserable voices, and the authors, as we know from experience, would become 
very importunate. My proposition is that we make the attack ourselves. In case the authors wish to defend 
themselves in Die Horen, they must submit to our conditions. And my advice is, not to begin with propo- 
sitions, but to begin with deeds. There is no harm if we are denounced as ill-bred." 

Several letters were exchanged on this subject, and Goethe wrote in a letter of De- 
cember 23, 1795/ to Schiller : 

"We must cultivate the idea of making epigrams upon all journals; one distich for each magazine, in 
the manner of Martial's Xenia ; and we must publish a collection of them in the Musen- Almanack of next 
year. Enclosed are some Xenions as a specimen." 

Schiller answered at once, December 23, 1795 : 



" The idea of the Xenions is splendid and must be carried out. . . . What a wealth of material is offered 
by the Stolbergs, by Racknits, Ramdohr. the metaphysical world with its Ale's and Not-Me's, friend Nicolai, 
oar sworn enemy, the Leipsic taste-mongers, Thiimmel, with GSschen as his horse-groom, and others." 

Thus the two poets decided to wage a destructive war against their common enemies, 
and to come down upon them in a literary thunderstorm. The poets planned a ** poetical 
deviltry t'* as they called it, and named their satirical poetry Xenions. 

The word Xenion originally meant a present which a h^st gives to a stranger who 
enjoys his hospitality. The Roman poet Martial called his book of satirical epigrams 
Xema ; and, as Goethe and Schiller intended to make similar epigrammatical thrusts at 
Nicolai and other offenders, they adopted Martial's expression and called their verses 
Xenions.^ They agreed to publish all their Xenions together, and to regard them as 
common property. 

^We prefer the Saxon form of the plural (viz., Xenions) to the Latin form (viz., Xema), which is appro- 
priate only as a name of Latin poetry. 



The first Xenions were very aggressive, but by and by they became more general 
and lost their personal character. There are among them many which are lofty and full 
of deep thought. 

It happened now and then that the authors of the Xenions hit the wrong man ; but 
this, although we may be sorry for it, was more excusable than the abuse with which 
their adversaries retorted. 

The Xenions, as was to be expected, raised a storm of indignation, and Anti-Xenions 
were written by many of those who had been attacked. But while the tenor of the Xenions, 
in spite of their personal character, is lofty, and while we feel the high aims of Goethe and 
Schiller in their attempts at a purification of literature, the Anti-Xenions are wholly per- 
sonal. They are rude, malicious, and mean. They insinuate that the Xenions were 
prompted by vile motives ; that Goethe and Schiller wanted more praise and flattery ; 
that they were envious of the laurels of others, and wanted to be the sole usurpers of 
Mount Parnassus. Schiller was called Kant's ape, and Goethe was reproached with his 
family relations. 
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The history of the Xenions is their justification. The Anti-Xenions are, in them- 
selves alone, a wholesale condemnation of the opposition made to Goethe and Schiller. 

Goethe wrote to Schiller concerning the reception which the Xenions found, on De- 
cember 5, 1796 : 

"It is real fun to observe what has been offensive to this kind of people, and also what, they think, has 
been offensive to as. How trivial, empty, and mean they consider the life of others, and how they direct 
their arrows against the outside of onr works. How little do they know that a man who takes life seriously 
lives in an impregnable castle." 

Goethe and Schiller had wielded a vigorous and a two edged weapon in the Xenions. 
They had severely chastised their antagonists for incompetency ; but now it devolved 
upon themselves to prove the right of their censorship. And they were conscious of this 
duty. Goethe wrote, November 15, 1796: 

"After the bold venture of the Xenions, we must confine our labors strictly to great and worthy works of 
art. We must shame our adversaries by transmuting our Protean nature henceforth into noble and good 
forms." 



Deeds proved that Goethe^ as well as Schiller, were not only willing, but also able, 
to fulfil these intentions. Their antagonists have disappeared. Some of them would now 
be entirely forgotten, had not the two poets immortalised them in the Xenions. 

Some Xenions are of mere transitory importance, especially such as contain allusions 
and criticisms that are lost to those who are not thoroughly versed in the history of the 
times, while others are gems of permanent value, reflecting in a few words flashes of the 
deepest wisdom. 

It is a great pity that the Xenions are not better known among English-speaking 
people, and we have therefore extracted and translated those which we deem worthy of 
being preserved for all time. 

The form of the Xenions is like their Roman prototype, the elegiac distich. 

The elegiac distich has scarcely, if ever, been used in English poetry, although there 
is much classical beauty in its rhythm. It consists of alternate dactylic hexameters and 
pentameters which in ancient Greece were recited to the accompaniment of the flute, and 
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went by the name of <' elegies," the etymology of which has nothing to do (as has been 
assumed) with lamentations, but probably means ilute-songs. 

Metre in Greek prosody is comparable to a musical bar, while a foot is a rhythmic 
figure. Some metres, such as the iambic (u — u — ) and trochaic ( — u — u), consist 
of two feet, but dactylic^ metres ( — w u) consist of one foot only. Accordingly a trochaic 
trimeter consists of three metres or six feet ; while six dactyls, the last one of which is 
always catalectic,' are called a dactylic hexameter. 

The dactylic, or, as it is also called, the heroic, hexameter is known to the English- 
reading public from Longfellow's Evangeline. The line is irregularly divided into two 
parts by a break resulting from a natural pause in the sense of the words, which is called 



^The name "flctyli^r "finger" (Greek deixrvAof) indicates that, like a finger and also like the word 
dictylos, it consists of one long and two short limbs. 

'Catalectic means "ending " or "terminating." A catalectic metre lacks the last syllable, which, music- 
ally considered, is to be regarded as a paase. According to another rale, the last syllable is always indiffer- 
ent, i. e., it may be either long or short (i£). 
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casura or incision.^ The pentameter consists of twice two and a half, i. e., five dactylic 
metres ( — u u — \j \j — ), which are separated by an incision. Instead of two short 
syllables there may be always one long syllable, with the exception of the fifth metre of 
the hexameter and the latter half of the pentameter. The schedule of a distich, accord- 
ingly, is thus : 

— Kj\j — KJK^ — II — KJ^^ — \j\j — 

Considering the fact that the measures of Greek prosody are comparable to musical 
bars in which time and not accent is the decisive element, we readily understand that the 



In Greek prosody each one of the various csesurae has its own name : e. g. mr^ rifyrinf rpoxaiov (after the 
third trochaeas or— v-»), thus— '^ v-»— uu— <-»|; or irev^/jfufiep^ (after the fifth half -metre) thus— o u— v-» u— . 
The former is the most common division of a hexameter, while the duplication of the latter constitutes the 
measure of the pentameter. 



X2 



name ''pentameter" is a misnomer, for the pentameter consists as much as the hexa- 
meter of six full dactylic bars, only that there is a pause of one-half metre after each two 
and a half metres. Expressed in musical characters, the distich reads as follows : ^ 



a J a J G a 000 ^ 


ji 
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P P P 

1 









^iJ 



c^ - 



JJJ JJJ 



ci - 



Goethe and Schiller's distichs, we are sorry to add, are not always very elegant, and 
sometimes lack in smoothness and correctness. This excited the anger of Voss, the 
famous translator of Homer in the original metre of dactylic hexameters. Voss ridiculed 
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Goethe and Schiller for their bad versification in a distich, which he intentionally made 
even worse than the worst of theirs, using the words with a wrong accentuation : 

' ' In' Weimar and' in Jena' macht man' Heza'meter wie' der ; 
A'ber die Pen'tameter' sind' doch noch ex'cellenter' 1 " 

[In' Weimar and' in Jena' they make' hexame'-ters such as' this ; 
Bat' the Pen'-tameters' Are' even more' excellent'.] 

In spite of some awkwardness and lack of elegance in diction, the Xenions became 
very popular in Germany on account of the profound ideas embodied in them. The 
shortcomings of their form have been forgotten on account of their intrinsic value, and 
there is perhaps no poetry quoted more frequently than these pithy aphorisms. They 
have become household words in Germany and deserve a place of honor in the literature 
of the world. 
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II. INTRODUCTORY. 



OUR PURPOSE. 

These brisk verses, revering the good, will annoy the philistine, 
Ridicule bigots, and smite hypocrites, as they deserve. 



Dorfa^. 

Den P^tltfter perbnef e, ben Sc^tparmer nede, ben Qeud^Ier 
Quale ber frd^Uc^e Pets, ber nur bas (Bute pere^rt. 
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OUR METHOD. 

Wherefore in verse are we speaking? We tnist that the verse is impressive. 
When we were talking in prose, never ye listened to us. 



Das ZITittel. 

IParum fagft bu uns has in Z>etfen? Die Oerfe finb tDirffant, 
Spriest man in Profa 5u zudf, ftopft i^r 6ie O^ren euc^ su. 
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THE DISTICH. 

In the hexameter rises the jet of a wonderful fountain, 
Which in a graceful descent back as pentameter falls 



Das Siftt^on. 

3m ^;ameter fteigt 6es Sf^rtngqueUs flflfftge S&nU, 
3in Pentameter 5rauf fdUt {te me(o6if<^ ^erab. 
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BOISTEROUS. 

Times have I witnessed run mad, and I never let slip the occasion 
Following fashion's command, madly in madness to join. 



Uebermfltlftg* 

tCoIIe ^etten ffaV xdf eriebt un6 ffaV nidft ermanselt, 
Selbft andtf t^Sric^t ju fetn, tPte es Me ^cit mit gebot 
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OUR COMMON FATE. 

O, how we straggle and hatel Inclinations, opinions divide us. 
Yet in the meantime thy locks turn into silver like mine. 



Das gemeinfame Sc^ictfal. 

Sie^c, coir ^affen, iptr flreiten, es trennet uns Zletgung un6 IRetnung; 
Tlhtt es bkidfzt tnbes Mr fidj Me Code, tote mir. 
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THE LAST MARTYR. 

Tliat you may roast me like Huss, it is possible ; but it is certain, 
After me cometli the swan who will my mission complete. 

[Sae Note No. i.] 

Set le^te ZUdttyter. 

2ludti midti bratet t^r noc^ als Qug pteOctc^t, abet toalftl^aftts I 
Cange bleibet bet Sdfx^an, bet es DoUen6et, nic^t aus. 
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III. SOUL AND WORLD. 



OUR OWN. 

Common possessions are thoughts, while your sentiment only is private. 
Shall He your proi)erty be, feel Him — ^the God whom you think. 



Das eigne 3^^^I« 

2(Uen ge^Srt, mas bu benff), bein eigen ift nut, was bu ffi^Ieft, 
Soli er bein (Eigent^um fein, ffl^e btn (Bott, ben bu benfft. 
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HARMONY. 

Reason, what is it? The voice of the whole ; and thy heart is thy selfhood. 
Happy thou art, if for aye reason will dwell in thy heart. 



Stimtne 6es iSansen tft ^eine V^Tnnnft, bein ^ers bift 5u felber: 
ZPo^I bit, toenn 6te Dernunft tmmer tm Qcrsen bit tpo^nt. 



26 



THE KEY. 

If, friend, thyself thou wouldst fathom, observe how thy fellows are acting. 
If thou thy fellows wilt know, search in the heart of thyself. 



Dcr SdfluffeL 

XDiUft 6u bidf felber ertennen, fo fte^, tDte 5ie 2(n6em es treiben* 
XDillft 5u 5ie 2(n5em perfte^n, blxd in btxn eigenes ^ers* 
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WORTH AND VALUE. 

Dost thou possess things^ impart them to me, and V\\ pay thee their value. 
If, my friend, something thou ar/, let us exchange, please, our souls ! 



Das IDett^e unb IDflrbige* 

^aft bu etoas, fo gib es ^er unb tc^ ialfU, mas rec^t ift, 
Bift bu ettoas, o bann taufc^en bte Seelen tDtt aus. 
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NATURE AND REASON. 

Reason may build above nature, but findeth tbere emptiness only. 
Genius can nature increase ; but it is nature it adds. 



Vtv (5entus. 

Ucbet Ilatut ^tnaus bant 6ie Pernunft, 5oc^ nur in has Ceerc, 
Stt nut, (Bettius, mc^rft in 6et Hatur 6ie Hatur. 
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ONENESS. 

Beauty is always but one, though the beautiful changes and varies, 
And 'tis the change of the one, which thus the beautiful forms. 



5 c^ 5 n ^ e i t. 

5c^5n^eit ift etpig nur (Sine, bodtf mannic^fac^ loe^felt bas Sdfim, 
Dag es toe^felt; bas madit eben bas <£tne nur fc^dn. 
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VARIOUS DESTINIES. 

Millions of folks are kept busy the race of mankind propagating, 
But in the minds of a few, only, humanity grows. 



Die i>erf(^ie6ene Beftimmung. 

ZIXiQionen forgen bafflr, ba% 6te iSattung befte^e, 
2(ber bntdf ZDenige nut pflanset Me ZRenfc^^eit jjidf fort* 
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THE IMMUTABLE. 

Time, unimpeded, is hastening onward. It seeketh the constant < 
He who is faithful will bind time with eternity's ties. 



Das Unipanbelbare. 

^Unauf^altfam enteilet 6te ^eit" — 5te fuc^t bas BeftdnVge* 
Set getreu, nnb bu legft etptge jeffein t^r an. 
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THE LAW OP NATURE. 

Thus it was always, my friend ; it will be so forever , that weakness 
Claims in its favor the ruk) yet it is strength that succeeds. 



7) as Haturgefe^* 

So tpat^s tmmer, mein ^reunb, unb fo tpitb's bUtben. Die O^nmac^t 
tfat 6ie Segel fdr ^df, abet 6te Kraft ben Crfols* 



33 



ZEUS TO HERACLES. 

Thou hast divinity, son, not acquired by drinking my nectar; 
But thy divinity has conquered the nectar for thee. 



5etts 311 ^erfnles. 

Hid^t aus meinem Heftar ^aft bu Mr C^ott^t getrunten; 
Detne (05tterfraft wax's, bie bit ben Heftar errang. 



34 



FOLLY AND INSANITY. 

Wit, if it foolishly misses the point, is saluted with laughter, 
But when a genius slips, furious, a madman, he raves. 



Ueberfprittgt f^ 6er XDi^, fo la^eti wit fiber 6en tC^oren, 
(Bleitct bet Genius ans, ifl et bem Hafenbeti qUidf. 
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MOTIVES AND ACTION. 

** God only seeth the heart I " — Since the heart can be seen by God only, 
Friend, let us also behold something that is not amiss. 



3nneres rxnb 2(eugeres. 

^(0ott nut ftc^et bas £(tv$^ — Drum eben, tDeil <0ott nur bos Qers fte^t, 
Sorge, bag tPtr boc^ au(^ etoas €rtr&sttc^es fe^n. 
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BAAL PRIESTS. 

Liberty sacred and holy, man's noble endeavor for progress, 
Never couldst thou for thy cause worse representatives find. 



Saalspfaffen. 

Qeilige ^rei^ettl (Er^abener tCrieb ber ZRenfc^en jum S^ffernl 
IDa^rlic^, bu (onnteft bic^ nxdft fc^Iec^ter mit Prieftern oerfe^nl 
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SALVATION. 

Two are the tx>ads out of life, which to all lie equally open : 
To the ideal the one leadeth, the other to death. 

Venture to make your escape on the former as long as you're living, 
Ere on the latter you are doomed to destruction and death. 



Die ibealifc^e ^ret^eit. 

2(tts 6em Ceben ^eraus finb 6er IDese stDci Mr geSffnet: 
^um 36eale ffl^rt einer, 6er anbere sum tCob. 

Sie^e, 6af 6tt bet ^eit nodi fret auf 6em erften entfprtngefi, 
<E^e 6te Parse mit S^anq bidi auf 6em an6ern entffl^rt 
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.HUMAN LIFE. 

When we are starting in life, an eternity opens before us. 
Yet at its close e'en the wise narrowly limited end. 



ZRenfc^Hc^es ZDirten. 

2In bzm (Etngang 6er Ba^n Kegt bie UnenMic^feit offen, 
Dodf mit bem engeften Ktets ^5ret ber ZPeifefte auf. 
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IMMORTALITY. 

Art tHou afraid friend > of death , and thou longest for life everlasting? 
Live as a part of the whole, when thou art gone it remains. 



Unflerblidrfeit. 

Dor 6em (Cob erfc^ricfft bn? Ou n>finf(^eft, unfterblic^ ju Ief>en? 
ttV im <5aii}enl tDenn bu lange ba^in bift, es bletbt. 
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INDESTRUCTIBLE. 

Float down-stream to the ocean, O ice-floe 1 And if as an ice-floe 
Thou dost not reach the great main, surely thou find'st it as drop. 



nnftztblxdi. 

SdixDimmt, 6u mdc^tise Sc^oQe, nur ^inl un6 fommft bu als Sc^oUe 
Xlic^t ^tnunter; bn fommft 6oc^ tpo^I als tCropfen ins ZITeet* 






GOD, WORLD, AND MAN. 

Is it a secret abysmal, what God, what the world, and what man is? 
No I But none fancy the truth ; therefore the secret remains. 



<0ott, XDelt un6 Hlenf^. 

3ft's benn fo srofes (Se^eimnif, ipas <5ott un6 6er Hlenfc^ unb 5te tPelt fet? 
Hetnl Vodf Hiemanb ^rt's geme; ba Ueibt es ge^eim. 
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IV. CRITICAL AND LITERARY. 



THE POET ADDRESSES HIS MUSE: 

How I could live without thee^ I conceive not. But horror overtakes me, 
these thousands and more who without thee can exist. 



2(n bte Ztlttfe. 

ZPas \dn o^ne bi(^ mArc, i(^ toetg cs nt(^t; abet tntr grauet, 
Se^' ic^, a>as o^ne hvSn ^unbcrt* unb Caufenbe finb. 
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TO INCOMPETENT REVIEWERS. 

Diffictilt 'tis to achieve ; criticism is easy , O critics I 
Shrink not, when finding a flaw, freely from praising the good. 



Die Unberufencn. 

Cabein ift leic^t, erfc^ffen fo fd^iDer; i^t tTaMer 6es Sdfmadfm, 
tfabt i^t bas Crefflic^e benn andf su belo^nen etn tftxi? 
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WOLFFS HOMER. 

Seven Greek cities have boasted of being the birthplace of Homer. 
Since he is torn by the Wolf, ev^ry one taketh her piece. 

(See Note No. «.] 

Der lDoIf{f(^e Qomer. 

Steben St&bte sanften ftc^ brum, i^n geboren ju ^a&en, 
Hun ba ber IPoIf i^n serrif , ne^me ft<^ jebe i^r Stflcf. 
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INTELLECTUAL ARISTOCRACY. 

Easily wins an enthusiast disciples by stirring the masses. 

Thinkers of solidest stamp find but a scanty support. 
Pictures that miracles work are invariably daubs without value , 

Products of genuine art suit not the taste of the mob. 



(Betfttse 2(rtftofratte« 

Sc^filer mac^t fidf 6cr Sc^tpdrmer genus nnb rfi^ret biz TXlznqt, 
XDenn bcr Dernflnftige TXlann etnselne Ciebcnbe ja^It 

ZDunbert^attge Bilber {tnb metft nut fc^Uc^te <BemAI6e: 
ZPerfe bes (Beifts unb ber Kunft ftnb ffir ben psbel ni(^t ba. 
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BAD TIMES. 

Language is spoiled by philosophers , logic distorted by poets, 
Man's common sense in this way badly is crippled for life. 



85fe getten. 

P^tlofop^en oerberben bie Sprac^e, Poeten bte Cogif, 
Unb mit bem ZITenfc^ettDetftanb fommt man burets Ceben ni(^t me^r. 
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PUNY SCRIBBLERS. 

Don't be so dainty, dear sirs. Are you anxious to heap on each other 
Honor and praise , you should rail one at the other with vim. 



2(uf stoet SuMer, 6te etnanber lobtn. 

ntc^t fo, ntc^t fo, i^r ^rrn. ZDoUt t^r etnanber 5U (£^ren 
Brtngen, mug Dot bet IPelt £iner ben 2(nbern perfc^rei'n. 
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DILETTANTE. 

Didst thou succeed with a verse in a language worked out and consummate, 
Shaping your thoughts and your rh3aneS) don't think a poet art thou. 



Silettant 

ZDeil ein Z>ers bit seUngt in einer gcMIbeten Sprac^e, 
X)ie fiit btdf bidfUt nnb 6enft, glaubft bn fc^on Didjtcr 3U fein. 
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TO AN AUTHOR. 

If you impart to us that which you know, we'll be grateful to have it. 
But if you give us yourself — please, my friend, leave us alone. 



(E^eile mit mit; was 6u tpeift, ic^ ix>er6' es 6anfbar empfangen, 
^bcr bu gibft mtr Mc^ fclbft, bamxt Derfc^one mtc^, jreunb. 
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TO ANOTHER AUTHOR. 

Please do not try to teach facts, for we care not a straw for tlie subject. 
All we do care for are facts as they are treated by you, 

[See Note No. 3* 

Du iDiQft IPa^res mtc^ Ic^rcn? Bemfl^e bxdf ni(^t, nic^t bie Sac^e 
QHII ic^ burc^ bxdi, xii mxU bxdj burc^ bit Sac^e nur fe^n. 
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WANTED. 

Wanted, a servant who writeth a legible hand, and who also 
Fairly can spell, bnt he mnst leave the belles lettres alone < 



5a(^en fo gefuc^t tDcrben. 

£inen Bcbienten mfinfd^t man $u ^abcn, bet lefetlic^ fc^teibet 
Un6 ortl^osrap^tfc^, je5oc^ nic^ts tn belles lettres get^n« 



54 



ARTIFICE. 

? 

Do you desire the applause of the wordly as well as the pious , 
Paint ye licentiousness, but — paint ye the Devil beside. 

[S«e Note No. 4.] 



Dcr Kun ft griff. 

IPoQt t^r iUQkxdi ^en Ktn6ern 6er IDelt unb ben 5>^ommen gcfallen? 
ZHalet bie ZDoUuft — nur malet btn Ceufel basu. 



55 



A DISCUSSION. 

One, we can hear, speaketh after the other, but no one replieth. 
Several monologues are, certainly, not a debate. 

[See Note No. 5.] 

Das p^ilofop^ifc^e (Sefprdc^. 

€tner, bas ^5ret man tpo^I, fprtc^t nadi 6em 2(n6ern, bodf Keiner 
Itltt 6em 2(n5ern; tpcr nennt stpei ZMonoIosen (Befprdd^? 



56 



V. SATIRICAL AND PERSONAL. 



THE GREAT MOMENT. 

This present century (freely I grant it) begot a great ex>och ; 
But the great moment, alas I findeth a very small race. 



Set ^eitpunft 

(£tne gro^e <Cpoc^ Ifat bas 3a^r^ttn5ert ge&oren, 
2Iber 6er groge ZRoment fin^et ein fleines fikfc^Iec^t. 
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TO SOME CRITICS. 

Wretches I Speak evil of me, but oblige me by truthfully adding 
Serious is he. For the rest — wretches, speak evil of me. 



2tn bie ^erren ^. 3'^« 

Cumpenl tebet lumptg Don mtr, bodf faget: es wat i^m 
(Ernft! unb rebet fobann, Cumpen, t^r (umpig Don mir. 
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THE VINCULUM. 

How Mother Nature in man has united the high and the vulgar? 
Vanity did she ensconce right in the middle of both. 



J) as Z)erbtn6un9smttteL 

ZDie petfdl^rt bie Hatur, um ^o^es unb Hiebres im ZMenfc^en 
^u petbinben ? 5te fteQt (Eitelfett jiDifc^en ^inein. 
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PRESENT GENERATION. 

Has it been always as now? O how strange is to-day's generation! 
Only the old ones are yonng, only the yonng ones are old. 



3e^lse (Seneratton. 

Wat es immer tote je^t? 3d} tann bas iSefc^Iec^t nic^t begreifen. 
Hut bas 2(Iter t{i jung, adfl un6 6ie 3u9en5 ift alt 
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TO THOSE IN AUTHORITY. 

Don't be disturbed by the barking ; remain in your places. The barkers 
Eagerly wish for your seats, there to be barked at themselves. 

[See Note No. 6.] 

Tin bte £)bern. 

3mnier bellt man auf euc^I bletbt fi^enl es tDflnfc^en bte Seller 
3ene Pld^e, mo man ru^ig bas Sellen Dernimmt. 
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ALARMING ZEAL OF INVESTIGATION. 

Gentlemen, boldly dissect, for dissection is very instructive. 
But the frog's fate is too sad who has to o£Fer his leg. 



Krttifc^e Stu6ien. 

S^neibet, fc^netbet i^r Qertn, burc^ S^neiben lerttet ber Sc^fller, 
2(ber tpe^e 6em ^vo^df, bet euc^ ben Sc^enfel mug let^nl 
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PHRASES AND THOUGHTS. 

Truly, you may for a time still deceive with your valueless couuters, 
But in the end, my dear sirs, debts must be paid in good coin. 



Der <Bet{} \xnb bet Suc^ftabe. 

Cange lann man mtt Zllarfeit, mit Hec^enpfennigen iiifUn, 
^nblidf, es ^ilft nic^ts, t^r ^rrn, mug man 5en Seutel bodj ste^n. 
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THE SENSE OF A COMMITTEE. 

Every one of them, singly considered , is sensible, doubtless, 
But in a body the whole number of them is a dunce. 



(Bele^rte (Befellfc^aft 

3^^er, fie^ft 5u i^n cinseln, ift leibUc^ (lug unb perftAnbis, 
Stnb fie io corpore, gleic^ n>irb etn Dummfopf baraus. 
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TASTE IN A WATERING PLACE. 

Tills is a singular country ; the springs here have taste and the rivers ; 
While it is not to be found in the inhabitants' minds. 



<Befuit6brunncTt 5U***. 

Seltfames Canbl ^ter ^aben Me ^Iflffe (Befc^macf unb bie QueQen, 
Bei ben BeiDo^nern aUeitt l^aV idf nodf feinen Detfpflrt. 
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SAMPLE OF MODERN CRITICISM. 

You, among poets, alone possess merit. To imitate nature, 
Never objections you have platitudes to introduce. 



Probe mobernet Krtttf. 

Du nur bift mtr ber tofirbige Sic^terl es fommt 6tr auf eine 
Platitfibe nic^t an, nur urn natflrltc^ ju fetn. 
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NICOLAI'S BOOK ON THE SOURCE OF THE DANUBE. 

Nothing he likes that is great; for that reason, O glorious Danube, 
Nicola traces thy course till thou art shallow and flat. 

[See Note No. 7.] 

Htfolat's Buc^ fiber bte Quellen 6et Donau. 

Ilic^ts tann er leiben was grog tfl uit6 m&dftiq, brum, ^errlic^e Donau, 
Spflrt bit bet Qifc^er fo lanq nadf, bis er fetc^t bic^ ertappt. 
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THE COLLECTOR. 

Always he fought against form. All he did is, he during his lifetime 
Only with trouble and pain gathered material in heaps. 



^ormalp^tlofop^ie. 

2(IIen potmen madft er 6en Krieg, er tpetf too^I, seitlebens 
Qat er mit ZlXfl^' un6 XXotif Stoff nur sufammengefc^leppt. 
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THE CRUDE ORGAN. 

Can you not touch it with hands, then, O blind one, you think it a chimeric ! 
And 'tis a pity, your hands sully whatever they touch. 



Das grobe Organ. 
Was 6tt mit ^anben nic^t greifft, has f^eint bit Blinben etn Unbtng, 

m 

Unb betafteft bu xvas, glei<^ ift bas Ding andf befd^mu^t. 
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NICOLAI^S MOTTO. 

Truth I am preaching. 'Tis truth; and 'tis nothing but truth — ^understand me. 
My truth, of course! For I know none to exist but my own. 



Das niotto. 

ZDa^r^ett fag* tc^ eu^, ZDa^r^eit nnb immer IDa^t^eit, petfte^t ftcf^: 
Zn e t n e IPa^r^eit ; benn fonfi i{i mir audi f ettte befanitt. 
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TO A PUBLISHER. 

Look at this press which I own. The machine when it printeth is thinking. 
Here I present you a book which as a sample may serve. 



Perleger t>on P** Sdfrtften. 

Cine Znaf(^ine beft^* ic^, 6ie felber 6enft, loie fie brucfet, 
£>I>en9enanntes ZPerf seig' ic^ }ur probe ^ter por. 
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IN COMPARISON WITH SOCRATES. 

Pythia dubbed him a sage, when of ignorance boldly he boasted. 
Friend, how much wiser art thou? What he pretended, thou art. 



Sofrates. 

ZDeil er untpiffenb ftc^ rfl^mte, nannt' xffn TlpoUo ben IPeifen. 
^vtunb, ipte ptel oeifer bift bu ; ipas er bios rfl^mte, bu Hft's. 
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TO CERTAIN MORALISTS. 

'Tis a great pity, dear sirs, to espouse the right cause you are anxious. 
But you are void of good sense : reason and judgment are gone. 



Tin 6ie Qetten H. 2). p. 

(£uc^ bcbaur* tc^ am meiften, xlfv tDd^Itet gem bas (Bute, 
2tber tudf ^at Me Hatut gdnsHc^ bas Utt^eil perfagt. 
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TO THOSE WHO CHOOSE THE ROLE OF MARTYR. 

Ev'ry fanatic be nailed to the cross when he reacheth the thirties. 
For when he knoweth the world, surely the dupe will turn rogue. 



(Butet Hat^fc^Iag. 

3eglt(^en SdjwSixrmt fc^Iagt mir arts Kreuj tm breifigften 3<*^^^«; 
Kennt er nut etnmal Me XDelt, voxvb 6er Betrogne 6cr Sc^elm. 
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THE BROTHERS STOLBERG. 

When you reviled the Olympian gods, threw relentless Apollo 
You from Parnassus. You now enter the heavenly realm. 

[See Note No. 8.] 

Der Crfa^. 

2t(s bu bit gttec^ifc^en (Bdtter gefc^md^t, ba Q>atf bxdf TtpoUo 
Pen bem Pamaffc; bafflt gef^ft 6u ins ^immelreic^ etn. 
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THE CONNOISSEUR. 

Vases of classical art I O how easily lived I without them ! 
But a Majolica pot maketh me happy and rich. 

(Sm Note No. 9<1 

Der Kenner. 

Ziltt VaUn unb Urnenl Das ^eug n>o^I fdnnt' ic^ entbe^rett; 
2)o<^ tin Znajoltca>tCopf ma<^te mxdi glUidlxdf utt6 cetc^. 
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SENTIMENTALISTS. 

Never thought I very highly of people that are sentimental. 
If an occasion arrives grossly their meanness appears. 

[Sm Note No. la] 

^. 5. 

2tuf bos empfiiibfame Volt IfaV xdi nte xvas gei^alten, es ti>er6en, 
Vommt Me (Sclegen^eit nnr fc^lec^te (Befellen 6araus. 
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THE PROPHET. 

Pity 'tis, when thou wast bom, that but one man Nature created! 
Stuff for a gentleman is, and for a scoundrel, in thee. 

[See Note No. zi.] 

Det Prophet. 

Sdfabe, ba| bte Hatur nur Ctnen Ztlenfc^en aus 6tr fc^uf, 
Denn sum n>flrbtgen Hlann xoat nnh sum Sc^elmeu 5er Stoff* 
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THE HALF-BIRD. 

Vainly the ostricli endeavors to fly : lie but awkwardly saileth 
When he is moving his feet over the issueless sand. 

[See Note No. la.] 

2)er QalbDogel. 

^Kegeit mddftt bet Strauf , alletn er rabett petsebltc^, 
Ungefc^tcft rfl^tet ber jug immer ben leibigen Sanb. 
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PARTISAN SPIRIT. 

Where there are parties, the people are siding with zeal on each issue. 
Years must elapse before both join in the middle their hands. 



Partetseift. 

Wo parteien entfte^n, Ifilt 3e6er fic^ ^flben unb brflben, 
Piele 3a^te perge^n, e^* fie bie ZITitte perettit. 
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VI. THE PHILOSOPHERS IN HADES. 



THE POET SPEAKS: 

Well met! I come here to question concerning the one thing that's needed. 
That, philosophical friends, made me descend to this place. 



(But, bag tc^ euc^, i^r ^erren, in pleno beifammen ^ier fiitbe, 
Denn has (Sine, was not^, tretbt mtc^ ^etunter 3u euc^. 
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ARISTOTLE. 

Question right out, my dear sir, for we read philosophical journals, 
Whatso'er happens on earth, we keep instructed on all. 



2(riftoteIes« 

dtidf jur Sadft, metn ^^eunb. ZDtr fatten bie 3enaer ^eitung 
Qier in 6er ^Ile unb ftnb linqft fc^on pon 2(Uem I>elc^rt. 
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URGENT. 

Gentlemen, listen 1 I'll stay here until you propose me a statement 
That's universally true, one that we all can accept. 



D r i n g e n b. 

Defto befferl So gebt mir, xdf ge^* euc^ nidtt e^r pom Ceibe, 
(Einett allgiltigen Saif, un5 ber auc^ allgemetn gilt. 
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DESCARTES. 

Cogito ergo sum : I am thinking and therefore existing. 
If but the former is true, there's of the latter no doubt. 



Descartes. 

Cogito ergo sum. 3^ ^tVilz unb mit^tn, fo bin tc^, 
3ft 6as €tne nut toa^r, ift es has 2(n5re getptg. 
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MY ANSWER. 

If I am thinking, I am. Very well I But who constantly thinketh? 
Often I was, I confess, when forsooth nothing I thought. 



3*. 

Sen! idf, fo bin ic^l ZDo^II Doc^ ix>er ix>ir6 intmer andf ^enfen? 
Oft fc^on wax xd^, nnb ^b' tDirfltc^ an gar nic^ts ge5a(^tl 
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SPINOZA. 

Things do exist, sir, and therefore a thing of all things is existing; 
And in the thing of all things swim we just such as we are. 



S p t n 3 a. 

XDetl es Dinge Mtf gibt, fo gibt es eitt Ding alter Dinge, 
3n bem Ding aller Ding' fc^ipimmen tpir, ipie tpir fo ftnb. 
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BERKELEY. 



True is the opposite^ let me declare. Besides me there is nothing. 
Everything else, you must know, is but a bubble in me. 



8 e r f e I e Y. 

3ufi has <0egent^eil fprec^* ic^. £s gibt fein Sins als mtc^ felberl 
2UIes antee, in mir fteigt es als Blafe nut auf. 
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LEIBNITZ. 

Two things exist, I admit, the world and the soul ; of which neither 
Knows of the other ; yet both indicate oneness at last. 



£ e i b It i ^. 

5n>eietlet Dinge (af tc^ paffiren, 5te IDelt unb 6te Seele, 
Ketns toeif Dom anbern unb boc^ beutett fie beibe auf <£ttts. 
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KANT, 

Naught do I know of the thing, and naught of the soul know I either. 
Both to me only appear ; but by no means are they sham. 



Kant. 

Z>on bent Ding meif xdi nic^ts, unb tDeif auif nxdfts Don bet Scele, 
Seibe erfc^einen mix nut, abzt fie finb bo(^ fetn Serein. 



93 



DAVID HUME. 

Do not converse with those people, for Kant has thrown all in confusion. 
Me you must ask ; for I am even in Hades myself. 



DaDtb Qume. 

Hebe ntc^t mit bem Z>oIf, bet Kant I^t {te alle pertotrtet, 
TXlxdi frag*, ic^ Un mir felbft and) in bet ^Ile noc^ glei<^« 
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PICHTE. 

/ am /, and 1 posit myself \ but in case I don't posit 

Me as myself — very well : then the ^ort-/ is produced. 



3(^ bin xdi, un6 fe^e midf felbft, un6 fe^* xdf mxdf felbet 
2Us nic^t defet^t, nun gut I fe^' idf ein XlxdfUyti baiu. 
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REINHOLD. 

Surely conception existeth ; that proves the existence of concepts, 
And of conceivers, no doubt ; which altogether make three. 



H e i It ^ 1 5. 

PorfteQuns tDenigftens tft; etn Z^ocgeftelltes ift a(fo 
£tn DorfteUcnbes andf, madft, mit bet Porftellung, 6reil 
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MY ANSWER. 

These i>roi>ositions9 O sages, possess but small value ; they're trifling. 
Make me some statement that helps, and let it be to the point. 



3*. 

Damit lod* xdf, i^r fyxtn, nodf feinen tfunb aus 6em £>fett, 
Cinen ertkdltc^ett Sail w\U idf, un6 bet andf was fe^t 
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K. CH. F. SCHMIDT, THE MORAL PHILOSOPHER. 

In theoretical regions, no more can be found by inquirers. 

But still the practical word holdeth, **Thou canst" for **Thou shalt/' 



2(uf t^eoreKfc^em ^elb ift tpetter nic^ts me^r su finbtn, 
2tber 6er prafttfc^e 5a^ gilt bodf: Du 9ann% 6enn bu follft! 
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MY ANSWER. 

Welly I expected it so ; for whene'er you have nothing to answer. 
People like you will at last still to our conscience appeal. 



3*- 

Vadft' idfs bo^I IDtffien fie ttic^ts I^ecnflttftiges me^r ju ern>t6etn, 
Sc^itbett fie's eittem gefd^toinb in has (Ben>iffen ^tnein. 
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PHILOSOPHY. 

Which will survive of the many philosophies? Surely I know notl 
Always philosophy though, truly I hope, will remain. 



Die pfrilofop^ten. 

IDelc^e tpo^l bUxbt t>ott aDen ben p^ifofop^iett ? ' 2^ toeif ttic^t, 
TlfKt Me P^itofop^ie, ^ff' ic^, foil immer befte^tt. 
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VII. PHILOSOPHICAL PROBLEMS. 



FOR SALE. 

Since Metaphysics of late without heirs to her fathers is gathered. 
Here at the auctioneer's are ^^ things in themselves " to be sold. 



2( u c t { It. 

Da Me TXltiapfty^t vox tursem un&eerbt abging, 
tDerben Me «Siitge an fic^" morgen sub hasta Derfanft. 
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A FLAW. 

Let but an error be hid in the stone of foundation. The builder 
Buildeth with confidence on. Never the error is found. 

[See Note No. ts.] 

Die Zndglidrfeit 

Ciegt 6er 3rtt4um nut etfl, loie ein (Brunbfteiti, untett im Bpben, 
3tnmer baut man barauf, nimmetme^r fdmmt er an tCag. 
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EMPIRICISTS. 

On the securest of paths you have started , and no one denies it. 
But on the straightest of roads blindly you grope in the dark. 



Cmpirifer. 

Daf i^r 6en ftc^erften Pfa6 getpd^It, iper mdc^te bos I&ugnen? 
Tlbtx i^r tappet nur blinb auf bem geba^nteften Pfab. 
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THEORETICISTS. 

You are obedient to rules » and ^tis, doubtless, your well- joined conclusions , 
Would prove reliable, sirs, were but your premises true. 



(C^eoretiter. 

3^r oetfa^rt nadi (Befe^en, audf wOxM ifft's fidfttlxdi treffen, 
IDSre 6er £>berfa^ nut, toAre 6er Unterfa^ ipa^rl 
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LAST REFUGE. 

Oh I how disdainful you speak and how proud, of the specialist's blindness I 
But in emergenciesy he comes to the rescue alone. 



2>orite^m fc^ut i^t tm <5Ificf auf ben Uinben (Emptrifet nieber, 
2(&er, feib i^t in Hot^, ift er bet belp^tfc^e iBott. 
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NATURAL SCIENCE AND TRANSCENDENTAL PHILOSOPHY 

Enmity be between both, your alliance would not be in time yet. 
Though you may separate now, truth will be found by your search. 



Haturf orfc^er un6 (Cran5cen6entaI«p^tIofop^en. 

^etnbfc^aft fet siDtfc^en tndi, nodf fommt has Bfin^nif 3u ftfl^e, 
ZDenn i^r im Sndfzn euc^ trennt, with etft 6te XDa^r^ett ertannt. 



zo8 



THE SAME- 

Both have to travel their ways, and the one should not know of the other. 
Each one must wander on straight, yet in the end they will meet. 



Tin bie Dotetltgen Z)etbin6ungsftifter. 

3€bet wanbU ffir fic^, nnb totffe nxdits von bem 2(nbern, 
XDanMn nut Beibe gerab*, ftnben ftc^ Beibe gen^ig. 
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KANT AND HIS INTERPRETERS. 

One man of wealth gives a living to armies of indigent people ; 
Kings that ate bnilding provide teamsters with plenty of work. 



Kant uitb feine 2(usle0er. 

ZDie Mti etn eiititser Heic^er fo Diele Bettler in Ha^cung 
Se^tl IDenn bie KSnige &au*n, ^ben bie Kdrtner $u t^un. 
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THE THEOLOGIAN AND TELEOLOGY. 

Worship y O man, the Creator , who, when he created the cork-tree, 
Kindly suggested the art, how we might bottle our wine. 



Der Celeolog. 

XOtldft Pere^rung DerMent ber XPeltenfc^dpfer, ber gndbtg, 
Zils er ben Kortbaum fc^uf, q\t\df andj bie Stdpfel erfanb. 
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THE PROBLEM OP NATURAL LAW. 

Years upon years I've been using my nose for the purpose of smelling. 
Now I must question myself : Have I a right to its use? 



Hec^tsfra^e. 

3a^te lattg f(^oit beMeit' idf tnic^ memer Hafe {um Hiec^en, 
fyiV idf benn tDtrfttc^ an fie andj eiti ertoeisltc^es Se<^t? 
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PUFFENDORF^S REPLY. 

Well ! *Tis a critical case I But possession is strong in your favor. 
Since you're possessing your nose, use it in future, I say. 

[See Note No. 14.] 

Puffettborf. 

£in bebenfltdrer jaQ! bodf Me £rfte Poffeffion fc^eint 
jflt bidf }u fprec^en, nnb fo brauc^e fte tmmer^in fort 
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A MORAL PROBLEM. 

Willingly serve I my friends ; but, *tis pity, I do it with pleasure, 
And I am really vexed that there's no virtue in me 1 

[See Note No. 15.] 

<0eiPtffensfcrupeL 

(Berne 6ten* tc^ ben ^reunben, bodf t^u* tc^ es leiber mtt Zleigung, 
Unb fo iDurmt es mir oft, bag idf nic^t tugenb^aft bin. 



»M 



THE KANTIAN 'S DECISION. 

Better advice I can't give you than that you must try to despise friends 
Then what your duty demands , you will perform with disgust. 

[See Note No. 15.] 

Dectf urn. 

Da ift tetn anbrer Hat^, bu mugt fuc^en, fie $u vcvadfkn, 
Vinb mxt 2Ibfc^u alsbann tifun, n>ie 5ie Pflic^t biv gebeut 
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HUMAN KNOWLEDGE. 

When thou decipher' st in nature the writing which thou hast inscribed there, 

When its phenomena thou castest in groups for thine eye, 
When thou hast covered its infinite fields with thy measuring tape-lines, 

Dost thou imagine, thy mind really graspeth the All? 
Thus the astronomer paints on the heavens his star-constellations 

Merely his bearings to find easily in their domain. 
Suns that revolve at a measureless distance, how closely together 

Have they been joined in the swan and in the horns of the bull ! 
But can the heavens be thus understood in their mystical cycles. 

When their projections appear on planispherical charts? 

[See Note No. i6.] 
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Znenfc^Iic^es ZPiffen. 

XDeil bu liefeft in tlfc, was 6u felber in fie gefc^rieben, 

IDeil 6u in (Bruppen furs TIuq if^re (Erfc^einungen rei^ft, 
Deine Sc^nfire gesogen auf it^rem unenMid^en ^elbe, 

ZDd^nft 6u, es faffc bein (0eift al^nenb 6ie groge Hatur. 
So befc^reibt mit ^iguren 6er 2Iftronome ben ^immel, 

Sag in bem etpigen Haunt leic^ler fid) finbe bet Blicf, 
Knfipft entlegene Sonnen, burc^ Siriusfernen gefc^ieben, 

2tneinanber im Sdftoan unb in ben ^rnern bes Stiers. 
2tber Derfte^t er barum ber Sp^ren myftifc^e Onsc^ 

IDeil i^m bas Stemengetodlb fein pianiglobium seigt? 
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SYSTEMS. 

Splendidly did you construct your sublime philosopMcal systems I 
Heaven 1 how shall we eject errors that live in such style. 



Die Sy ft erne. 

Prac^tig Ifabt t^r gebaut. Du Itc&er ^immell IXKc tteibt man, 
Hun er fo tdnxqilxdf erft tpo^net, ben 3^^^^^ ^rausl 
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VIII. SCIENCE AND ART. 



GENIUS A GIFT. 

Bom is the poet 'tis said ; and we add, the philosopher also. 
For it is certain that truth has to be formed to be seen. 



ZDtffenfc^af tlic^es (Benie. 

TDxxb 6er Poet nur geboren? Det P^ilofop^ toirb's nic^t minber, 
2tIIe tDa^r^eit sule^t tptrb nut gebilbet, gefc^aut. 
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TRUTH AND FORM. 

Truth will be mighty although an inferior hand should defend it, 
But in the empire of art form and its contents are one. 



Ztlitt^eiluns. 

2(us ^r ^dfUdfUfttn ffanb tann ZDa^r^tt mac^tig noc^ loirfen 
Bei ^r SdfdnlfM aUein mac^t bas fiefdf ben <0e^a(t. 
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CREATION. 

Good of the good, I declare, that each sensible man can evolve it ; 

But a true genius, indeed, good of the bad can produce. 
Forms reproduced are a mere imitation ; but genius createth ; 

What is to others well formed, is but material to him. 



(Butes ans (Butem, bas fann jebmeber Perftdnbise bilben; 

Tibtt bet (Benius ruft (Butes aus Sdfhditem fftvvox. 
Tin <BeMI5etem nut batf^ bn, Xladfalfmcx, bxdi Abtn; 

Selbft <B«HI5ete5 ift Stoff nut 5em bilbenben (Seift 



DIFFERENT APPLICATIONS. 

Science to one is the Goddess, majestic and lofty, — to others 
She is the cow that supplies butter to put on his bread 



JDiffenfc^aft. 

£incm tft {te Me I^o^e, 6te ^tmmltfc^e ®dtttn, 6em 2Cnbetn 
(Etne tfic^tige Hu^, bie xtfn mtt Butter oerforgt. 
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THE SUBLIME. 

Boldly astronomers claim that their science is truly sublimest ; 
Aye ; but sublimity, sirs, nowhere existeth in space. 



Tin bte SIftronomen. 

£uer: <Begettftan6 ift bet et^abenfte freiH<^ im Saume ; 
2(ber, ^tmnbt, im Saum n>o^nt bas £r^a&ene nt<^t. 
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FICTION. 

^* What is the purpose of i)oetry? Say ! " — By and by I shall tell you. 
First of the real, my friend, tell me the purpose and use. 



Poet, ^xbidftutiQ unb XDa^r^ett. 

ID05U ttii^t bMU W gariit £rbtc^tund? 3c^ tDtU es bit fasen, 
Cefer, fagft bu mir erft, toosu 5ie XDirfU(^feit ttii^t. 
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THE POET AND THE NATURALIST. 

Both of us search for the truth ; thou without there, I here iu the iuuer 
Heart of myself. And the truth each one thus findeth at last. 

Is but clearsighted thy eye, it will meet in the world the Creator. 
And is but healthy my heart, clearly it mirrors the world. 



Die Ucbereinfliminuns. 

ZDa^r^it ftt<^en n>tr betbe; bu augen im t^bzn, xdi innen 
3n ^m ffttitn, un6 fo finbet fie jeber 9en>tf . 

3ft has 2Iuge gefunb, fo begegnet es auf en 6em Stopfer, 
3ft es has tftti, hann getptg fpieselt es innen Me XDelt. 
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TRUST IN SCIENTIFIC TRUTH. 

Sail, O thou sailor courageous 1 Ne'er mind that the wit will deride thee. 

And that thy boatswain will drop wearied of work at the helm. 
Sail, O sail on for the West: There the land must emerge from the ocean, 

As your vaticinal mind clearly perceiveth e*en now. 
Trust to the God who thee lead^th, and cross the mysterious ocean. 

Did there the land not exist, now would it rise from the deep. 
Truly with genius Nature has made an eternal alliance. 

What he has promised, forsooth, she, without fail, will fulfil. 
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K ( u m b u s. 

Steure, mut^tger Seller 1 (Es mag ber IDi^ bxdf t>er^5^nen 

Unb bet Sc^tffer am Steu'r fenfen Me (dfftge fyinh. 
3mmet, immer nadi ZDeftl Dort mug 6te Kflftc fic^ jetgen, 

Ciegt fie bodf beutH<^ unb Itegt fc^immernb Dor beinem Z)erftanb. 
tCtaue bem lettenben iSott unb folge bem fc^ipeigenben ZDeltmeerl 

ZPdr' fie noc^ nic^t, fte ftteg' je^t aus ben ^lut^en empor. 
TXlxt bem <Senius fte^t bie Ilatur in emtgem Bunbe; 

Was ber eine rerfpric^t, letftet bie anbre geipif . 



129 



WISDOM AND PRUDENCE. 

Will you attain, my dear friend, to the loftiest summit of wisdom. 
Dare it and don't be afraid, should you by prudence be scoffed. 

Prudence shortsightedly sees of the shores but the one that recedeth. 
But she can never discern that one for which you set sail. 



ZDets^eit un6 Klus^eit 

tPiQft bu, jreunb, 6ie er^abenften ^^*it 6er ZDeis^eit erftiegen, 
XOai' es auf 6ie iSefa^r, baf bidf Me Klug^eit perlac^t. 

Die turjfic^tige fte^t nur has Ufer, has bit 5uructf[ie^t, 
3enes ntc^t, ipo bereinft lanbet bein mut^iger jiug. 
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IX. WISDOM, MORALITY AND RELIGION. 



THE HIGHEST. 

Do you desire the Highest and greatest? A plant can instruct you. 
What it unconsciously iS) will it 1 'Tis all you can do. 



Das QScfrlte. 

Suc^ft bu has ^c^fte, has <St5gte? Die pfUinje tann es Mc^ le^ren; 
Was fie tPtUenlos tft, fei 6u es tDoIIenb — 6as ift'sl 
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ENTHUSIAST AND NATURALIST. 

Had ye the power, ye pious, to grasp your ideals completely, 
Certainly you would revere Nature for that is her due. 

Had ye the power, philistines, to grasp the entire of Nature. 
Surely your path could but lead up to ideal domains. 



Hatur utt6 Pernunft. 

ZDAt*t t^r, Sdfw&tXMt, im 5tan6e, Me 36eale 5u faffen, 
£> fo Dere^rtet i^r audf, tpie ftc^'s gcbfi^rt, Me llatur. 

ZPdr't i^r, P^tUfter, im Stanb, 6ie Hatur im <0rof en 3u fe^en, 
Sicker ffl^rte fie felbft euc^ ju 3beeit empor. 
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MISREPRESENTED. 

Moralists pillory Natarey and yet she is holy and healthy 1 
Reason's divinity is vilely by bigots debased. 



^ r a ^ e n. 

^romme gefunbe Haturl IDte ftellt Me ZRoral M(^ an pransetl 
Qeil'ge Pernunftl IDte tief ftflr}t 6ic^ 6er Sc^ivdrmer ^erabl 
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PHILOSOPHER AND BIGOT. 

While the philosopher standeth on earth, eyes heavenward raising. 
Bigots lie, eyes in the mud, stretching their legs to the skies. 



Der P^ilofop^ un6 ber Sc^iDdrmer. 

3ener fte^t auf 6cr €r6e, ^odf fc^auet has Uuqt sum ^mme(, 
Diefer, Me Slugeii im Kot^, redet Me Betne ^inauf. 
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THEOLOGICAL HEDONISTS. 

Polks that seek pleasure in all, will with gluttony relish ideas ; 
Spoons they will carry , and forks, up to celestial repasts. 



C^eop^agen. 
Diefen ift aOes <Benuf . Sit effen 3been un6 bringen 
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FRIEND AND ENEMY. 

Dear is the friend , whom I love ; but the enemy , too, is of valne. 
Friends have encouraged my skiU, enemies taught me the ought. 



C^euer tft mir 6er ^i^eunb, bodf audi ben ^einb fann i<^ nfl^n; 
^eigt mir ber ^reunb, was idf tann, Ulftt mxdf bet ^einb, mas idi foQ* 
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DISTINCTION. 

There's a nobility^ too, in the empire of morals. For common 
Natures will pay with their deeds, noble ones by what they are. 



Untetfd^teb 6er Stdnbe. 

2(6el ifl audi in 6er ftttltc^en XDelt. (Bemeine Xtaturen 
Salfkn mit bcm, mas fie t ^ u n, ebU mit bem, was fie f i n 6. 
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PERFECTION. 

No one resemble the other, but each one resemble the Highest ! 
** How is that possible? Say I *' Perfect must ev*ry one be/ 



2( tt f s a b e. 

Keiner fei qHtidf bent 2(n6ern, boc^ glei(^ fei 3ebet bem ^c^ften I 
XDie bas 3u madftn? (Es fei 3eber DoUenbet in fic^. 
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GOODNESS AND GREATNESS. 

Only two virtues exist. How I wish they were always united I 

Goodness should always be great ; g:reatness should always be good. 



(Bflte unb <0rdfe. 

tint jtDei Cugenben gibt's. £>, mSxtn fit imntet vtttiniqH, 
3mmer bie ®flte audf grof, immer Me <0t0|e andf gtitl 
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THE ONE THING NEEDED. 

Whether the smartest thou art does not matter, bat this is important, 
That thou be honest throughout both at the council and home. 



Die Qauptfac^e. 

2)b bit bcr Klflgfle feifl, baxan ift toents gelegett; 
2(ber bet Btebetfte fei, fo lote bet JSLattft, 5u ^us. 
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OUR DUTY. 

Always aspire to the whole , and can you alone independent 
Not be a whole of yourself , serve as a part of a whole. 



pftid^t fflt 3eben. 

3Tnmer ftrebe jum <Ban3en ; unb f annft 6u felber f ein (Ekiitses 
lDer6eit, als bumnbts ®He6 fc^Iieg' an ein <0an$e9 bidf an. 
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DIFFERENCE IN ONENESS. 

Truth is the same to us all ; yet to each her appearance will vary. 
When she. remaineth the same, diff'rent conceptions are true. 



ZD a ^ r ^ e i t. 

(Eine nur ift fie ffir 2(Ue, fo fte^et fie 3^^ perfc^ieben, 
Daf e$ €iites 6oc^ t>(eibt, modft bas Derfc^iebene ipa^r. 
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REPETITION. 

Let me repeat it a hundred, a thousand times : ** Error is error." 
Whether the greatest it says, whether the smallest of men. 



ZDieber^oIung. 

Qunbertmal tuerb' tc^*s tndf fagen unb taufenbmal: 3^>^'^u^ U^ 3rrt^uml 
£>b i^n ber grdf te mann, 06 i^n ber fleinfte beging. 
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UTILITY. 

Truth that will injure is dearer to me than available error. 
Truth hath a balm for the wounds which she so wisely inflicts. 



Was nnlft 

Sdf&blxdt^ ZDa^r^ett, note ste^* tc^ fie i>or 5em itfl^Iic^n 3rrt^uml 
IPa^r^eit ^eilet btn Sc^mers, ^en fte ptelleic^t uns erre^t. 
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HARM. 

Whether an error will harm us? Not always 1 but certainly erring 
Always will harm us. How much, friendS) you will see in the end. 



IP as jdfabtt 

39 ein 3^t^um ido^I ^dfiblxdf? Vixdft immer, aber has 3rren, 
3mmer tft's f<^dbtt(^, mk fe^r, fte^t man am €n^e bes ZDegs. 
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DISCIPLINE. 

Truth will not harm us. She's like to a mother who sometimes must punish, 
Lovingly rearing her child, but will no flattery brook. 



IDa^r^ett tft niemals fc^aWic^, ite flraft— un6 Me Strafe 6er Hlutter 
Btlbet has fc^manfenbe Kinb, n>e^tet ber fc^meic^elnben TXlagb. 
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COMFORT. 

Error accompanies us ; yet a yearning inviolate in us 
Constantly leadeth our mind nearer and nearer to truth. 



Croft. 

Zlie Derldf t uns 5er 3^t^um, boc^ jie^t cin ^d^r Bebfirfnif 
3mmer 6en ftrebenben (Beift leife sur ZDa^r^eit ^inan. 
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ANALYTICAL TRUTH-SEEKERS. 

Do you take truth for an onion whose layers you singly can i>eel off? 
Never on truth you can draw save you deposit it first. 

[See Note No. 17.] 

21 n a I Y t i f e r. 

3fi btnn 5te IPa^r^it etn ^tptebel, von 6em man bte ^ute nut abf<^dlt? 
Was lift ^inein nxdfi gelegt, ste^et i^r nimmer ^raus. 
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DEPRECIATED COIN. 

Princes are coining mean coppers that poorly are plated with silver. 
Stamping their portraits thereon. Long the deceit remains hid. 

Thus the enthusiast stampeth, as genuine, nonsense and errors. 
Many accept them as good, lacking the touchstone of truth. 

jflrften prdgen fo oft auf faum t>erfi(bertes Kupfer 
3^r bebeutenbes Bilb; lange betrflst fic^ bas Volt. 

Sdtwitmtt prdgen 6en Stempel 6es ®etfl5 auf Cflgen nnb Unfinn. 
ZDem bet Probierftein fe^It, ^dlt fie fflt ceblic^es <Bolb. 
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RITUAL. 

^ ^ How these assiduous bonzes are ringing their bells to the people 
Only to cause them to come vain repetitions to make ! ' * 
Do not vituperate bonzes ; they know the demands of the people : 
Vain repetitions, observe 1 always wiU gladden man's heart. 

(Ceremontenbtenft. 

XDie fie fitngein, 6ie Pfaffenl IDte angelegen fte's madfm, 
Daf man Fomme, nut ja plappre, tDte geftern fo ^eutl 

SdfzlM mtr nt(^t bie Pfaffen I fie f ennen 5es ITTenfc^en Bebfirf ntg : 
Denn tx>te tft er beglficft, plappett er motgen wxe ^eutl 
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MYSTICS. 

That is the very mysterious secret that openly lieth, 

Always surrounding your minds , but from your sight 'tis concealed. 



Tin 5te myfltfer. 

Das ift eben bas toa^re <Be^etmntf , has 2(Uen per Slugen 
Ciegt, euc^ etptg umsiebt, abet von Ketnem gefe^n. 
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LIGHT AND COLOR. 

Live, thou Ktemally-One, in the realm of immutable oneness > 
Color, in changes so rich, kindly descend upon earth. 



tPo^ne, bu zwiqilidf Cines, boxt bet 6em eiDigH^^ Cinen! 
jatbe, 6u tpec^feln^e, fomm freun6lic^ jum meitfd^en ^rabl 
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NOT IRRELIGIOUS. 

What my religion? I'll tell you ! There is none among all you may mention 
Wluch I embrace. — And the cause? Truly, religion it is I 



ZITein <BIatt&e* 

IDelc^e Heltgion ic^ befenne? Ketne von alien, 
Die 6u mtr nennftl „Un6 tparum feine?'' 2(us SeUsion. 
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OUR FATHER. 

Though you may work and aspire, you will never escape isolation, 
Till with her might to the All Nature has knitted your soul. 



Der Vat ex. 

Wxttt, fo mel 6u tDtOfl, 6u ^e^eft etDtg aDetn ba, 
Bis an bas 2tU Me Hatur bid), 6ie gecoaltige, fnflpft* 
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X. NOTES. 



